BE A BETTER
WORSHIPER!

The Worship Schools
Study Guide
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Be objective and subjective! Structured and spontaneous!
Testimonial and theological!

SELAH. PAUSE AND CONSIDER

Make a list of 5 hymns that are meaningful to you. Meditate
on the words of one of them. Sing it with your family.

List 5 of your favorite worship songs. What is it about each
one that attracts you to the song?

For 5 minutes, practice spiritual songs. (If you’re not sure
how to do that, find a passage in Psalms and instead of
reading it, sing it. Now pray out loud, but this time don’t just
say your prayers, sing them.)

©
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THE FIVE FINGERS OF
WORSHIP

Once we establish the Three Essentials in our worship
expression, then it’s time to consider the uniquenesses of our
worship expressions. And just like there is great diversity in all of
creation, there will be creative diversity within the worshiping
Church.

Within the broader worship movement, | see 5 sub-
movements: Youth Worship, Neo-Liturgy, Seeker Sensitive
Worship, Prophetic Worship and Small Group Worship. Each
represents areas of significant development and activity in the
development of worship.

To describe them, let’s use the analogy of the hand and its
fingers.

e The palm represents the established practice of worship;

e Each finger represents an area of dynamic activity in the
development of worship; and

e The fingers are part of one another - no finger is
complete in itself.

A. YOUTH WORSHIP
e Key word: Radical

e Characteristics: praise bands, new pop/rock songs,
experiential, emotional, testimonial.

e Examples: Passion, Delirious, Vineyard, etc.
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B. NEO-LITURGY
e Keyword: Rooted

e Characteristics: Intentionally liturgical, thoughtful, sees
value in historic expressions, greater use of hymns,
symbols

e Examples: Robert Webber, new Anglican denominations,
Taize, interest in Celtic music

C. SEEKER SENSITIVE WORSHIP
e Key Word: Relevance

e Characteristics: adapts expressions to visitors, use of
media, primary purpose is to win the non-Christian

e Examples: Willowcreek Association, Saddleback Church
D. PROPHETIC WORSHIP
o Key word: Revelation

e Characteristic: freeform, spontaneous, spiritual songs,
subjective

e Examples: Morningstar Ministries, International House of
Prayer, various prophetic ministries and churches

E. SMALL GROUP WORSHIP
e Key word: Related

e Characteristics: Simple songs, single guitar, folksy,
personable.

e Examples: Touch Outreach Ministries (cell churches), Dove
Christian Fellowship (house churches), Bible studies, Alpha
groups

Increasingly, there is a convergence of these elements, so
that there are fewer and fewer “pure” forms of any of these. |
believe it is very important to see the connectedness of these sub-
movements, and to understand that none of these emphases
provides the whole picture. Without that perspective, a sectarian
spirit (‘we’re the only ones doing it right”) will lead to
fragmentation.

With that perspective, we will be like those who rebuilt the
wall in Nehemiah 3, where specific family groups had
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responsibilities to build specific sections of the wall until it all
joined together.

The Big Picture is that the Church is becoming a house of
worship, fulfilling the centuries-old desire of God that his people
be a priestly people!

©
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WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

The trumpeters and singers joined in unison, as with one
voice, to give praise and thanks to the Lord. Accompanied
by trumpeters, cymbals and other instrument, they raised
their voices in praise to the Lord and sang: "He is good;
his love endures forever." Then the temple of the Lord was
filled with a cloud, and the priests could not perform their
service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord
filled the temple of the Lord. Il Chron. 5:13,14

I. WORSHIP LEADING

Worship leaders usually begin leading worship because they
are something of a musician. Maybe they can play a guitar or
piano, or they sing, and they have enough courage to try to get
others to sing along. Voila! You have a worship leader!

But a good worship leader is more than a musician. To
serve effectively, he must become a combination Disciple -
Theologian - Artist - Leader.*?

The Church is in need of an army of such worship leaders!
Image the effect if every Christian church had “worship advocates
who were:

12 This outline is borrowed from Kevin Navarro’s excellent book, The Complete
Worship Leader (Baker Books). You can purchase this book online at
www.wholeheartedworship.com/books.
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passionate disciples of Jesus exchanging self-
centeredness for Christ-centeredness and service to
others;

diligent students of God’s truth, faithfully aligning
worship to God’s magnificent character and holiness;

skillful artisans creatively challenging their fellow
worshipers to see the glories of God in new ways, and
preventing God’s worship from ever losing awe and
wonder; and

wise and compassionate leaders nourishing, developing
and protecting those under their care.

If it seems that being such a worship leader is too far
beyond you, don’t despair. God’s grace is available, and he takes
us from right where we are, step by step. Furthermore, the joys of
being used to help God’s people come into his presence to
worship are beyond description. It’s worth the process!

A.

THE GOAL OF WORSHIP LEADING

THE GOAL OF LEADING WORSHIP IS
TO HELP THE PEOPLE COME BEFORE GOD
TO OFFER PLEASING SACRIFICES TO HIM.

e The worship team is not to do worship for the people, but
rather help them in their worship.

e Worship is ultimately for God’s sake. Think of God as the
audience, and the congregation as the choir!

e In such an entertainment-driven culture, it’s necessary to
regularly remind ourselves and those we lead that worship
is about blessing God, not about being entertained.
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B. THE WORSHIP TEAM AS SERVANTS

Often there is confusion as to what exactly the worship
team should be doing. Are they performing or are they leading
worship?

There is certainly a performance element to worship leading
- a good performer is not self-conscious, neither should the
worship team be uncertain about leading. However, there is a
huge difference between the motivation of good worship leaders
and what is commonly associated with the performer.

The worship leader’s motivation should be like that of a
butler, whose job is to escort the guest to the master of the house.
A performer’s motivation would be to focus the attention of the
guest upon his performance.

At the end of this booklet is a section on Consecration.
Worship teams, take time to formally set yourselves apart for the
service of worship leadership. Ask God to search your heart for
wrong motivations and to prepare you for the highest privilege
imaginable - serving in his house!

For further study, read Gerrit’s article On Being Good Butlers.
www.wholeheartedworship.com/articles/butlers.html.

C. WORSHIP LEADING TIPS

e A worship leader is not just a "song leader." A song leader
is happy if the music goes well. A worship leader,
however, is looking for something more. He wants to see
the songs assist the people of God in coming into his
presence, for there is where lives are healed, insight is
given and gifts are activated.

e The "flow of the Spirit" is a key concept in the skill of
worship leading. Be careful of abrupt, unnatural changes.
Work on developing a "flow" in regard to the "feel" of the
songs, the theme of the songs, and the songs’ keys.
Various patterns are helpful:

1) thanksgiving, praise, and worship;



32 BE A BETTER WORSHIPER STUDY GUIDE

2) outer court, holy place, holiest of all;
3) celebration, adoration, and revelation.

4) Eventually, a worship leader will develop his own
Spirit-inspired sense of the progression of songs.

e Make sure your “song vocabulary” is always growing. Always
be listening for good songs and different ways to do songs
you already know.

D. THE SKILLFUL USE OF SONGS

Songs are to the worship leader what colors are to the artist.
Since being a good worship leader requires a knowledge of songs,
be listening for how various songs (new and old) are used and
what they can accomplish.

Every worship leader and church should make a
comprehensive list of the songs and hymns that they can use
successfully. Catalog them by themes, tempos and keys. This will
help you build medleys and create a flow in your worship times.

For further study, read the online article by Gerrit Gustafson
entitled The Skillful Use of Songs. Go to:
www.wholeheartedworship.com/articles/skillfuluse.html

E. WORSHIP AND LITURGY'®

Begin to see the worship service as a worship event from
beginning to end. Employ responsive readings, testimonies,
drama, solo music, instrumental music, choir music, communion,
preaching, teaching, exhortation, prayers, ministry times, etc. as
tools to help the congregation come into the presence of God.

13 Many people think of liturgy as the antithesis of liberty in the Spirit. However,
the word, leitourgia, from which it was derived is a priestly term for worship, or
ministry to the Lord (eg. Acts 13:2). In the best sense of the word, liturgy is
about the divine protocol of coming before the Lord to worship. For instance,
“we enter his gates with thanksgiving.” That's a liturgical statement. A good
worship leader will constantly be learning the art of entering God’s presence.
That makes him a liturgist.
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Work with your church’s leadership in developing a continuity in
the service.

Be careful, however, of “over-planning” the service. There
always needs to be room for God to override our planning. And,
especially in the smaller meetings, be sure to make room for the
spontaneous ministries from the people.

F. WORSHIP LEADERS AND CHURCH LEADERSHIP

It is essential to have harmony between the worship leader
and the governing body of the congregation. In public worship, it
is very important to learn how to "pass the baton" between the
pastor (or moderator of the meeting) and the worship leader. Each
should have a deep appreciation for the other’s function and an
understanding of his own limitations.

Although it takes time to develop honest communication
and mutual respect between pastoral leadership and worship
leadership, the dividends are phenomenal! For there -- in unity —-
the Lord commands the blessing (Ps. 133:3)!

G. WORK ON CREATING A REPORT CARD TO
EVALUATE YOUR WORSHIP LEADERSHIP

1. Are the people worshiping in Spirit?

...is Jesus Christ central in worship? A B CD
...is the energy of self or the Spirit? A Cc D
...is there evidence God’s presence? A B CD

2. Are the people worshiping in truth?
... are they ‘going through the motions’, or
is their worship heartfelt and genuine? A B CD
... does the content of your worship contain
rich thoughts of God and his ways? A B CD
3. Are the people, in expressing their love for God,

.. engaging spiritually A B CD
.. engaging mentally A B CD
.. engaging emotionally A B CD
.. engaging physically A B CD
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4. How are we doing

... with hymns? A B CD
... with songs? A B CD
... with spiritual songs? A B CD

5. Now, in the same way you have reviewed your leadership
of the people, have your worship team evaluated
themselves with these criteria.

II. THE CONSECRATION OF WORSHIP
MUSICIANS

All the priests who were there had consecrated
themselves... then the temple was filled with a cloud, and
the priests could not perform their service because of the
cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the temple of God.”

2 Chron. 5:11,13-14

It is vital, for the sake of worshiping churches, that church
musicians move beyond talent and into worship. To be among the
skillful, anointed musicians God is raising up, you must be
consecrated - set apart for a holy purpose.

God will use those musicians in life-changing ways as they
connect their musical craft to God’s Spirit.

Consider how evil spirits departed in the presence of
anointed music:
Whenever the spirit from God came upon Saul, David
would take his harp and play. Then relief would come to

Saul; he would feel better, and the evil spirit would leave
him. 1 Sam. 16:23.

Consider also the supernatural life-changing power of

prophetic music that Samuel told about:

As you approach the town, you will meet a procession of
prophets coming down from the high place with lyres,
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tambourines, flutes and harps being played before them,
and they will be prophesying. The Spirit of the Lord will
come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them;
and you will be changed into a different person. 1 Sam.
10:5-6

Devote yourself as a musician to God for his unique
purposes for you. Anointing follows consecration. God’s glory
was revealed when consecrated musicians ministered before God
in his temple. (Il Chron. 5:11-14).

Be encouraged with the high calling you have as a
worship musician. Be determined as David was: "My heart is
steadfast, O God; | will sing and make music with all my soul" (Ps.
57:7).

©
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